FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY SESSION PLANNING SUMMARY

UPDATED:  12/5/2004
NOTE:  You do not have to do all the following ideas but we ask that you do something special most nights so that anyone who takes the class at Southside will have a similar experience of unique visual aids and fun.  The church office will supply items or reimburse you if necessary, except cash.  To keep things clean, only give cash if you want to out of your pocket.  If you come up with a different idea, let Beth know so she can add it to the list.

You should always look ahead 1-3 weeks so you can contact Beth about supplies you will need.  You may also want to contact your students between class times to remind them about special things.  We can reimburse postage or mail the items for you from the church office.
Many items are available through www.orientaltrading.com

Prior to class:  include small pair of scissors, homework cards, class covenant in kits (or in an envelope for those who have kits.)


Send registration confirmation letter with details and teaser of small gift if they read all the way to the bottom.

POINT CARD SYSTEM:  This is a motivational tool to help retain attendance and participation.  Use point cards as rewards for getting there 5 minutes early, participation, helping clean up, bringing a guest, or motivation to get back on track.  At graduation (see notes that follow), have various value prizes where point cards can be redeemed for prizes.

Session 1, Super Savers:

-Give money pencil to anyone who brings in their signed registration letter.

-Distribute umbrellas on chairs to symbolize “saving for a rainy day.”  We have found that sticking the umbrellas open into Mounds candy bars works well (save Mounds of cash)
YOU MAY WANT TO SEND POSTCARDS BETWEEN 1 & 2 – “GLAD YOU WERE HERE” or something.

Session 2, Cash Flow Planning:

-Put a play money bill on each seat.  Each bill should have “Give Me a Name” written on it.

-Provide tea/coffee/cocoa packets to encourage people to sit down with themselves and spouse to plan cash flow or have a “budget committee meeting”

-Play cash flow planning game as a big family with play money and envelopes.  Pre-plan the amounts/categories, (make sure there are debt categories) planning to run out before blow money.  Have them work together on reducing other categories, but emphasize that without the debt, they would not have nearly the problems in the first place.
Suggestion:  Offer an additional, optional, night this week for a “Budget Workshop.”  Serve hot drinks, light snacks, and have some experienced folks there to help people pull together their first budget.  This seems to be a real challenge for some.
Session 3, Relating with Money:

-Give away one or two stainless steel coffee mug(s) to represent time to relate with someone

-Give away a container of wadded up play money (with some real dollars!) for someone to take home to their child or grandchild (perhaps to the family with kids that has the oldest running car and didn’t fall into the myth of having to have a mini-van.)
Session 4, Buying Only Big, Big Bargains:

-Serve generic snacks only (not name brands)

-Give away some “orange” items like oranges, orange candies, and orange scented candles
-If planning for cookies for session 6, call Marion Hastings 234-0627 this week.)
Session 5,  Dumping Debt:

-Get there early and prepare helium balloons, about 8-10 (half the number Dave uses in the video.)  Put special prizes in the balloons (i.e. one dollar in each of two or three, or a five, or a small gift certificate—this works better with darker balloons)  Encourage people to “pop” a balloon and mention a myth that was popped for them, or reinforced in their lives.

-Spread various snacks on the table and at the end of class note how much is gone because everyone ate a little.  

-Use animal cracker elephants to demonstrate, “How do you eat an elephant?”  “One bite at a time.”

-Gospel reference to Jesus providing the best way to be “debt free” – He paid it all!
-Prepare bookmarks with “Jesus Paid it All” hymn on it. 
-serve white powdered donut holes as “debt snowballs.”
Session 6, Understanding Investments:

-Serve cookies (Marion Hastings 234-0627 is sometimes available to bake dollar sign cookies for us) to represent “putting the cookies on a low shelf.)

-Serve $100,000 Grand Bars to represent investments

-Give away a “Mystique Mug” – Have boiling water ready.  Describe how we might feel that our finances are dark, but as we make small changes, something beautiful grows (cup will change as hot water fills.)

Session 7, Understanding Insurance:
-Give away a six back of “Ensure” – Cross off “E” and make an “I” for Insure.
-Give out a little box of matches with "two words" written on it. This is to remind them of the two words to use if their insurance agent doesn't have the heart of a teacher. Do you know the "two words"? - Answer: You're fired! 

-Serve S’mores pop tarts with labels on packages saying, “Do you need S’more insurance?”

MAIL BOOKMARKS THIS WEEK with poem and reminder about clothing to wear next week.
TELL PEOPLE TO WEAR THEIR FAVORITE COLLEGE OR HOBBY CLOTHING NEXT WEEK.

Session 8, Retirement and College Planning:

 -Put up some travel posters to represent retirement goals, mission trips
-Give out Hawaiian shirt items (i.e. candles, keychains, flip flop magnets, giveaway a Hawaiian shirt, etc.)
-Give out college items, i.e. magnets, banners, etc. (team items available on orientaltrading.com)
-People should be wearing college or retirement clothing.  Go around room to share why they wore what they did.

Session 9, Buyer Beware:

-Make a dunce cap.  Pass it around and allow people to tell stories of stupid tax they’ve paid by being sucked in.

-Serve Dr. Pepper and Mountain Dew to tie in with Dave’s demonstration

-Give everyone a magnifying glass so they can read the fine print and be informed consumers. 
-Notify class of next week’s “Family Housewarming” – collection of inexpensive items, donations, or gift certificates to enhance the home of a needy family.  (You might want to send a postcard or phone tree reminder prior to class.)

Session 10, Real Estate and Mortgages:

-Set up a Monopoly board with a sign, “Cash only, or at least 15 year mortgages accepted here.”  Lay out houses and cards related to homes and home repairs.

-Have a housewarming party.  Collect small gifts to give away to brighten a needy families’ home.  Deacons can provide names (through Beth)
-Give away a FPU Mouse Pad – play up that we’ve been learning about our “Pads” so tonight we are giving one away 

-Begin to mention “Creative Destruction Night” in two weeks.  Have people consider what cards they will destroy.

Session 11, Careers & Extra Jobs:

-put a card at each seat that asks for their employment or job expertise.  Turn these in to Beth to add to Southside’s FPU Business and Expertise Directory (she will update and get copies to you for distribution at next class.)
-get hats from fast food restaurants and decorate the room like a pizza joint

-have someone (preferably a student in FPU!) deliver pizza or take out food before discussion time

-serve “Pay Day” candy bars
-gummy pizzas are available through orientaltrading.com
-Remind about “Creative Destruction Night”


Session 12, Collection Practices & Credit Bureaus:

-play limbo to represent creditors that are “below the line.”


-show/read some collection letters (without names if necessary)


-distribute FPU Business & Expertise Directory from last week (include former classes)


CREATIVE DESTRUCTION NIGHT – Spend some time destroying credit cards that often cause these problems!


Before Session 13, mail final letter with questionnaire on bottom, numbered in both corners.  Have them bring the tear-off in for a drawing.  


Session 13, The Great Misunderstanding:

- have extra copies of the questionnaire for the drawing, for those who forget

-if the class has a receptive dynamic, take an offering to donate to the church benevolence fund or perhaps for FPU scholarships (check with Beth before doing this)

-give out a bookmark or other item to remind people that Jesus paid the greatest debt and/or an item to encourage them to stick with it.


-Remind about graduation and have people check records before leaving. 

-get chocolate covered coins and put labels on that say “Giving is Sweet.”


GRADUATION

-hold within two weeks


-potluck supper, give point cards for any meal/dessert items that reference money (i.e. copper penny carrots, debt snowball cake, etc.)


-honors graduates receive engraved pen and are in the drawing for prizes worth $20 or more


-regular graduates are in drawing for lower dollar items (also include any honors folks ho did not win.)


-all graduates should win a little something.


-prize tables should have a variety of prizes for redeeming point cards (have a volunteer help with this.)


-suggest decorating with bright table clothes and helium balloons (can subtly remind of the dumping debt lesson.)


FOLLOW UP IDEAS


-run a 3-4 week “FPU II” class to review trouble areas, inspire


-do a newsletter (we call ours Financial Pieces)


-have occasional social events (potlucks, picnics) for alumni


-have occasional workshops to review key points







